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indexed. Not illustrated. 1854 Excerpt: .sheep of our hill provinces. Nearly the whole of the traffic of Ladak is
transported on these sheep. They are food, clothing, and carriage, and form the principal wealth of the people
of Ladak. | have seen a single flock of six hundred sheep, entirely laden with wool; and in one day | have
counted as many as from five to six thousand sheep laden with shawl wool and common wool, borax and
sulphur, and quantities of dried apricots, all making their way to the hill provinces on the south-west. The
Huniya is, therefore, much prized; and a man s wealth is generally estimated by the number of his sheep. The
average price is two rupees and a half (or five shillings), but fine strong rams are worth from three to four
rupees. The whole trade of Ladak does not exceed 30,000 small maunds of sixteen seers each, equivalent to the
same number of sheep-loads. But the large importation of grain, which took place yearly before the population
had been thinned by disease, emigration, and war, must have employed some 400,000 sheep. Of these, probably
about one-half belonged to the Ladakis, and the other half to the hill people of Kashtwar, Chamba, Lahul, Kullu,
and Kanawar. After making a due allowance for lambs, | should estimate the former number of sheep at
upwards of 300,000, or rather more than twelve sheep per house. At present the number is not so great,
probably not more than 250,000....
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