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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text.
Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1879 Excerpt: .is contained concerning Terrestrial Magnetism. Humboldt states (p. 58)
that the Chinese, Indian, Arabian, and Malay navigators knew the magnetic variation before Columbus; in fact
Andrea Bianca had entered it on his sea charts in 1436; what Columbus did discover is the line of no variation,
passing then 2 east of the Azoric Island, Corvo, and | think what the Spanish savants, according to Commander
Walker, refused to credit, may have been Columbus statement, that to the westward of his newly discovered line
of no variation the variation were opposite (westerly) to what at his time it must have been in Spain (easterly.)
Commander Walker gives as his source of information the Encyclopaedia Britannica. According to the Kosmos
it seems, that generally all magnetic elements have two daily maxima and two minima; for fuller particulars |
must refer the reader to Humboldt s work; on page 97, however, | find it mentioned according to Sabine, that
the diurual variation of intensity at Van Dieman s Land (Hobart Town) shews only one maximum and one
minimum per diem; and referring to Horsburgh s India Directory, Vol. Il, page 839, | find the following tidal
information about d Entrecasteaux Channel (Van Dieman s Land): the rise of the tide which flowed only once in
24 hours was about 6 feet per pendicular; high water from 9 to 12 hours at full and change, etc; this is a
remarkable coincidence with only one daily maximum and one minimum of...
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