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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Prolegomena to History: The Relation of History to
Literature, Philosophy, and Science Hence it is that most of our contributions to historical theory are to be
found in the inaugural lectures of university professorships and the presidential addresses of historical societies
and associations. Possibly the subjects of these communications, which have much in common, are considered
too general and debatable to be oCered in regular courses of instruction; possibly it is only upon such
important occasions that the scholar may look for an audience suCiciently expert to justify him in taking up
problems of admitted complexity, and it may be that the speaker welcomes the opportunity to express his
matured convictions. It is evident, indeed, that these are not perfunctory speeches; they are, without exception,
informed by a spirit of earnestness, which, however, not infrequently cloaks hesitating thought. In a measure all
these pronouncements, it must be admitted, are excursions into unfamiliar territory, and betray an air of
having been written under pressure, rather than of being the spontaneous expression of familiar ideas.
However this may be, the fact remains that the English-speaking representatives of historical scholarship, when
called upon to stand out for a moment from among their fellows, find that the particulars which they
themselves have been investigating can not be relied upon to make a general appeal, and so it comes that
cherished researches are temporarily neglected for the brief advocacy of some view of the nature and utility of
history. Restricted to such situations, it is not remarkable that the consideration of the fundamental problems
of historical study has shown but little vitality during the last fifty years. Assertion evokes rejoinder...
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