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printed on demand. Paperback. 196 pages. Dimensions: 9.7in. x
7.4in. x 0.4in.Excerpt: . . . as well for representatives of Things in
general, as any more complex and apparently more concrete
conception. That we are conscious of them however in their
character of things, and not of mere signs, is evident from the
fact that our whole process of reasoning is carried on by
predicating of them the properties of things. In resolving an
algebraic equation, by what rules do we proceed By applying at
each step to a, b, and x, the proposition that equals added to
equals make equals; that equals taken from equals leave equals;
and other propositions founded on these two. These are not
properties of language, or of signs as such, but of magnitudes,
which is as much as to say, of all things. The inferences,
therefore, which are successively drawn, are inferences
concerning things, not symbols; though as any Things whatever
will serve the turn, there is no necessity for keeping the idea of
the Thing at all distinct, and consequently the process of thought
may, in this case, be allowed without danger to do what...
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