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should have been 10 filed. The IRC also establishes more rules governing IRSs contacts with individual taxpayers
under the audit program than it does for the math error, document matching, and nonfiler programs. These
rules give IRS significant powers to obtain information needed to determine an individuals tax liabilities when
doing an audit and, in turn, places restrictions on the use of those powers. If resolving issues raised under the
other enforcement programs requires that IRS auditors become involved, the contacts with taxpayers become
audits subject to these greater powers and restrictions. For example, if a taxpayer who receives a math error
notice files a claim for IRS to abate the tax assessment, IRS could audit that claim. Similarly, if a taxpayer
responds to a document matching notice with materials that cannot be readily and immediately used to settle
the discrepancy, the case could be referred to audit staC. The greater powers that IRS has under audit
compared with the other programs include the authority to examine books and records and take testimony for
purposes of determining the tax liability of a tax return. IRS also has the power to use a summons to compel
taxpayers and third parties to provide books and records, and to enter premises to examine 11 objects subject
to taxation. Given these greater powers, the law also places more restrictions on 12 audits to protect taxpayer
rights. For example, the law restricts IRS from doing unnecessary audits or generally doing more than one
inspection of taxpayers books...
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