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Stone Press, United States, 2011. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 251 x 175 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.In this collection of 46 essays, many of which were previously published
in Old Cars Weekly and Goodguys Gazette, Drake examines a boy s desire to be mobile. He takes the two great
themes of the 20th Century, motion and competition, motivation of the great builders of the Industrial Age, and
brings it to a personal level. These essays, some memoir, some lyrical, start with the chemicals that imprinted
brains -- gasoline, hydraulic brake fluid, exhaust -- and caused young men to wrap their lives around machines
as surely as any drug. Next comes the Wheel: the baby carriage, the scooter, the sidewalk flyer. Before there
was power there was gravity and the soap box racer, when every driver had to reinvent the Wheel. And of
course, a moment that looms large for every rider: that first bicycle. There are essays analyzing reading
material: anthropomorphic fables, the Motor Boys books, the comic strips, True Magazine, wartime reading
fare. Some define a time period: buying a squirrel knob, painting tires white, overhauling an engine in the
driveway on a weekend in order to get to work on Monday, painting a car with a brush. Some are
unsentimentally frank: a boy and his father getting a 1934 Terraplane home on a winter night, the father who
refuses a giI, the boy riding home on a runningboard, the group of naked high school boys who discuss the
merits of new cars aIer a shower in the locker room. Some highlighted historical moments: a piece on a new
1941 DeSoto and a 1942 Mercury, the problem of rationing gasoline and rubber, the use of old cars as bomb
shelters in case...
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