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illustrated. 1834 edition. Excerpt: . . . that it was to him a matter of perfect indiiference, whether Jairus became
his disciple or continued a Jew ! But there is another consideration still more Qriking. The centurion was a
Roman soldier. The wars of the Romans, from the foundation of the city to the time of our Saviour, a period of
nearly eight hundred years, had been, with scarcely any exception, wars of the most selfish and sanguinary
ambition: an almost uninterrupted series of robberies and murders on a gigantic scale. Now, those who rely on
the case of the centurion, certainly do not mean to justify, or even excuse the Roman wars, which were for the
most part of unmingled ferocity, ambition and injustice. Do they mean then to argue that Jesus Christ could
have approved the profession of a man, who had dedicated his life to the promotion of such wars! Would they
represent the pure, meek and merciful. Saviour, as doing what they would shudder themselves to do! Whatever
might be thought of the wars in Italy, against the Cimbri and Gauls, against Hannibal and Pyrrhus, certainly
there can be but one opinion as to the deeply criminal character of the wars carried on out of Italy. Yet these
were the wars, which stamped the character of the Roman army, and of the profession of arms in our Saviours
time. Whatever an infidel might dare to say, no Christian certainly would venture even to suggest, that Jesus
could...
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