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other states of the union produced but 5, 000 tons in the year. This is not all the advantage accruing to the
south in the phosphate industry. The native rock supply comes from the same region that is rich in pyrite. Pyrite
is roasted to make sulphuric acid, and phosphate rock can only be made available for fertilizer by treatment
with this acid. Coal to roast the pyrite, pyrite to be roasted and phosphate to be treated all are often found in
close proximity; and the poorer well-worn soils of Virginia and southward demanding phosphate fertilizer,
constitute a rare combination for the building up of a large industry. We have been so thriftless in the past as to
send our pyrite to England to be made into acid, and our phosphate rock to be treated; and then have
generously purchased the fertilizers from the English manufacturers, but we are learning. Alabama produces
one half of all graphite mined in the United States and has great reserves. At present this product is mostly
manufactured in the north. Georgia produces one half the ochers and mineral paint pigments found in the
country. The south undisturbed by glaciers, has...
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