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total number of noughts and figures after the first number.
Thus, 8.5 x 10 is known at once to be 8 followed by 6 figures, the
first of which is a 5 and the rest noughts. Page 49. f Thus, 10 =
10 x 10 = 100, 10- = 10 x 10 x 10 = 1000, and so ou. In this system
of notation the earth s magnetic moment is written 855 x 10-
which is a much more convenient number both to write and
read than the row of noughts above. It shows that the decimal
point is to be moved 25 figures to the right. Long decimals are
expressed in a similar way, only the index is written with a
negative sign. A negative index means that the number is to be
divided by 10 that number of times. Thus, 855 x 10-4...
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