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Office, 2001. LC Number: KF27 . J857 2001h OCLC Number: (OCoLC)48005384 Subject: Patent laws and legislation
-- United States. Excerpt: . . . 11 In addition, the PTO needs more funds for investments and in-formation
technology systems, about which Mr. Godici just spoke. The e-filing systems are receiving much attention at the
PTO at this time. But improvement and expansion are essential for both patent and trademark registration
applications throughout the en-tire processing mechanism. We recognize that the Members of this
Subcommittee have long fought for adequate funding for the PTO. We are encouraged that the officials of the
incoming administration; namely, the Secretary of Commerce, who have been looking into the PTO are also
looking at what the office needs, emphasis on the word needs. . The practice of withholding fees paid to the
PTO by the patent and trademark applicants and owners is the primary cause of the situation in which the PTO
now finds itself. According to the Presi-dents budget, by the end of 2002 the amount of, quote, unavailable
collections, end quote, will be 871 million. Whatever that means, unavailable, permanently through rolling
artful accounting or un-available only temporarily is unclear. The solution to the funding problem is to provide
the PTO with the resources it needs to do its job, even if the PTO needs an amount greater than that now being
collected. The time when an amount less than fee collections can even be considered is past. Rather, the
discussion now should be retrieving past withheld fees for use now, not at some unidentified future...
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