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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Narratives of the Beginnings of Hebrew History
From the Creation to the Establishment of the Hebrew Kingdom The Old Testament is a library containing the
most varied and valuable literary heritages of the Israelitish race. It is the product of ten centuries of intense
political, social, and religious activity. It is the record of man s effort to know the character and realize the will
of the Infinite, and of God s unceasing revelation of himself in the heart and life of man. In its present form it
includes the contributions of scores of inspired prophets, priests, and sages, who lived at periods far removed
from each other, and who wrote from widely different points of view. What is true of this unique library as a
whole is equally true of many of its individual books. Proverbs, for example, is itself a library of gnomic
literature, embodying the crystallized experiences of many generations of wise men. The Psalter contains the
prayers and hymns of a race. Furthermore, these composite writings come to us from the ancient East, where
men arrived at conclusions by intuition, not by the obvious, systematic processes of reasoning, that alone
appeal to the modern Occidental. Logical classification is distinctly the gift of the Aryan rather than of the
Semite. Without exception, the literary products of the East, and especially of the Semitic world, are
conspicuously lacking in systematic arrangement. The Koran, for example, is a medley of commands, stories,
prayers, and exhortations. To this general rule the Old Testament is no exception. Its later editors, and
especially the translators of the Septuagint and Vulgate, to whom the present order of the...
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