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the noise of the locomotive was lost. Yet there is a way to talk above the noise of a freight train just as there is a
way to whistle into the teeth of a stiff wind. This freight-car talk is pitched just above the ordinary toneit is an
overtone of conversation, one might sayand it is distinctly nasal. The brakie could talk above the racket, and so,
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matter how the train lurched and staggered over that fearful road bed, these two swayed in their places as
easily and as safely as birds on swinging perches. The brakie had touched Lefty Joe for two dollars; he had
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scowled at the mountains on either side of the pass. The train was gathering speed, and the peaks lurched
eastward in a confused, ragged procession. And a durned hard ride its been many a time. Kind of queer to see
you, continued the brakie. Heard you was rising in the world....
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