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Subject: Youth -- Tobacco use -- United States -- States. Excerpt: . . . states use of 14-and 15-year-old inspectors
and the potential impact on retailer violation rates, but they acknowledged that this is something that will
require a more comprehensive evaluation. Another age-related inspection protocol procedure that can affect
retailer violation rates is whether minor inspectors are told to carry valid identification on inspections and
required to show it when asked. The research on this issue is mixed. Some research suggests that when minors
are asked to show identification, retailers are less likely to sell them tobacco products. Other research suggests,
and some state officials told us, that the likelihood of an illegal sale is greater if minors show identification
when asked than if identification is not shown. As a result, having and showing identification when asked could
potentially result in an illegal tobacco sale and a higher retailer violation rate. About half of the illegal sales in
one states inspections occurred after the minor showed 25 proof of age. Research suggests that some clerks
may sell minors tobacco products because they have difficulty quickly determining an individuals age from a
date-of-birth on his or her identification. According to HHS, because of safety concerns, SAMHSA recommends
that minors not carry identification but answer truthfully about their age if asked by a store clerk. Research
also suggests that the sex of the minor inspector can bias the inspection result. For example, when controlling
for the effects of both age and sex of the inspector, one researcher found that girls were able to purchase at a
39-percent rate compared to boys who...
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